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MERCHANT SHIPPING (LOAD LINE AND SAFETY 
CONVENTIONS) REGULATIONS  

MADE UNDER SECTION 141 OF THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT1 

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

1 Citation 
These Regulations may be cited as the Merchant Shipping (Load Line and Safety 
Conventions) Regulations. 

2 Interpretation 
In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires — 

“the Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act;2 

“the Load Line Convention” means, in terms of paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 
of the Act, the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966, as affected by 
any amendment made under Article 29 of that Convention, other than an 
amendment not accepted by Tuvalu; 

“Registrar” means the Registrar of Ships; 

“the Safety Convention” means, in terms of paragraph t of Schedule 1 to the 
Act, the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 1974 as 
affected by any amendment made under Article VIII of the Convention, other 
than an amendment not accepted by Tuvalu, and includes the Protocol of 1978 
relating to the Convention. 
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3 Specification of Conventions 
The Load Line Convention and the Safety Convention are specified as the 
International Maritime Conventions which these regulations are made for the 
purpose of implementing, or enabling legal effect to be given to, in Tuvalu. 

4 Conventions to have force of law 
The Load Line Convention and the Safety Convention shall have the force of law in 
Tuvalu. 

5 General provisions 
(1) Where, under the Load Line Convention or under the Safety Convention, the 

several countries which are parties to the Load Line Convention or the Safety 
Convention, as the case may be, have a discretion as to whether any, and if so 
what, action should be taken under them, that discretion may be exercised by 
the Minister. 

(2) Notwithstanding any requirement under the Act for the purposes of giving 
effect to, or implementing any provision of the load Line Convention or of the 
Safety Convention which requires a particular fitting, material, appliance or 
apparatus to be fitted or carried in a ship, or any particular provision to be 
made in a ship, the Minister may allow any other fitting, material, appliance 
or apparatus or type of fitting, material, appliance or apparatus to be fitted or 
carried, or any other provision to be made, if he is satisfied that that other 
fitting, material, appliance or apparatus or provision is at least as effective as 
that required by the Load Line Convention or by the Safety Convention, as 
the case may be. 

(3) Where, under the Load Line Convention or under the Safety Convention. the 
several countries which are parties to the Load Line Convention or the Safety 
Convention, as the case may be, are under a duty to do any act or thing, that 
act or thing shall be done by the Minister. 

6 Specified surveyors 
(1) The Minister may, by notice under section 139 of the Act, designate a 

surveyor as a specified surveyor for the purposes of Part II or Part III, or for 
both those Parts. 

(2) Subject to sub-regulation (3), for the purposes of the exercise and 
performance of his functions under these Regulations a specified surveyor 
may exercise all or any of the powers specified in section 138(7) of the Act. 

(3) The Minister may, in writing, impose limitations and restrictions on the 
powers of specified surveyors. 
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(4) A Classification Society may be designated under this regulation as a 
specified surveyor. 

7 Conditional exemptions 
Where, under the Load Line Convention or the Safety Convention, the Minister 
grants any exemption subject to conditions, the exemption shall not have effect if 
those conditions are not complied with. 

PART II - LOAD LINE CONVENTION 

8 Surveys and inspections 
For the purposes of the Load Line Convention, the survey, inspection and marking 
of a ship shall be carried out by a specified surveyor designated under regulation 4 
for the purposes of this Part. 

9 Periodical surveys 
For the purposes of Article 14(1) of the Load Line Convention the periodic surveys 
shall be carried out at intervals not exceeding 4 years, 

10 Issue of certificates 
(1) Where he is satisfied in the particular case that he may do so, a specified 

surveyor shall, in respect of a Load Line Convention ship that has been 
surveyed by him, issue an International Load Line Certificate. 

(2) An International Load Line Exemption Certificate may be issued by the 
Minister on the advice of a specified surveyor. 

11 Control 
For the purposes of Article 21 of the Load Line Convention, “officer duly 
authorized” means an officer duly authorised by the Minister, by instrument in 
writing, to exercise the powers specified in that Article, 

12 Failure to comply with Load Line Convention 
(1) Where, in respect of a ship that is — 

(a) registered under this Act; and 
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(b) a Load Line Convention ship, 

there is a failure to comply with a requirement of the Load Line Convention 
the master and the owner of the ship are each guilty of an offence and liable 
on conviction to imprisonment for 3 months and to a fine not exceeding $100. 

(2) Where, in respect of a ship to which sub-regulation (1) applies, there is a 
failure to comply with a requirement of the Load Line Convention then, 
without prejudice to any liability which is or may be incurred under sub-
regulation (1) in respect of the failure, the Registrar may suspend the 
certificate of registry of the ship until the failure is rectified. 

(3) It is a sufficient defence if a person charged with an offence under sub-
regulation (1) proves that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the 
commission of an offence and was personally unaware that an offence was 
committed. 

13 Concealing, etc., load line 
(1) A person who wilfully conceals, alters or defaces any load line marked for the 

purposes of the Load Line Convention on a ship is guilty of an offence. 

(2) The owner or master of a ship who suffers or permits any load line marked for 
the purposes of the Load Line Convention on a ship to be concealed, altered 
or defaced is guilty of an offence. 

(3) A person convicted of an offence under this regulation is liable on conviction 
to imprisonment for 3 months and to a fine not exceeding $100. 

14 Submersion of load line 
(1) This regulation applies in relation to — 

(a) a Load Line Convention ship that is registered under this Act and 
marked with a load line; and 

(b) a Load Line Convention ship that is marked with a load line but not 
registered under this Act. 

(2) A ship referred to — 
(a) in sub-regulation (1)(a); or 
(b) in sub-regulation (1)(b) which is within a port or place in Tuvalu, 

shall not be so loaded as to submerge the appropriate load line of each side of 
the ship in sea water when the ship has no list. 

(3) Subject of sub-regulation (5), where any ship in relation to which this 
regulation applies is loaded in contravention of subregulation (2) the owner 
and master are each guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding 
$100 for every centimetre or fraction of a centimetre by which the appropriate 
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line on each side of the ship was submerged or would have been submerged if 
the ship had been floating in sea water and had no list. 

(4) Where a ship referred to in subregulation (1)(a) is loaded in contravention of 
sub-regulation (2) and proceeds to sea — 
(a) the master of the ship; and 
(b) any other person who, having reason to believe that the ship is so 

loaded, sends or is a party to sending, the ship to sea, 

are each guilty of an offence, without prejudice to any offence under sub-
regulation (3), and liable on conviction to imprisonment for 3 months and to a 
fine not exceeding $100, 

(5) It is a defence to a prosecution for an offence under sub-regulation (3) if the 
accused proves that contravention was due solely to deviation or delay and 
that the deviation or delay was caused solely by stress of weather or other 
circumstances which neither the master nor the owner of the ship could have 
prevented or forestalled. 

PART III - SAFETY CONVENTION 

15 Surveys and inspections 
For the purposes of the Safety Convention, the survey and inspection of a ship shall 
be carried out by a specified surveyor designated under regulation 4 for the purposes 
of this Part. 

16 Surveys of hull machinery and equipment of cargo ship 
For the purposes of Regulation 10 of Chapter I of the Annex to the Safety 
Convention, the required surveys of hull, machinery and equipment of a cargo ship 
shall be carried out, following the survey on completion, at intervals of not more 
than 12 months, 

17 Issue of certificates 
(1) Where he is satisfied in the particular case that he may do so, a specified 

surveyor shall, in respect of a Safety Convention ship that has been surveyed 
by him, issue the appropriate certificate (other than an Exemption Certificate) 
prescribed in the Schedule. 

(2) An Exemption Certificate may be issued by the Minister on the advice of a 
specified surveyor. 
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18 Control 
For the purposes of Regulation 19 of Chapter I of the Annex to the Safety 
Convention, “officer duly authorized” means an officer duly authorised by the 
Minister, by instrument in writing, to exercise the powers specified in 
that Regulation. 

19 Deck log book 
For the purposes of the Safety Convention, ”the prescribed log book” means the 
deck log book. 

20 Failure to comply with Safety Convention 
(1) Where, in respect of a ship that is — 

(a) registered under the Act; and 
(b) a Safety Convention ship, 

there is a failure to comply with a requirement of the Convention the master 
and owner of the ship are each guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to 
imprisonment for 3 months and to a fine not exceeding $100. 

(2) Where, in respect of a ship to which sub-regulation (1) applies, there is a 
failure to comply with a requirement of the Safety Convention then, without 
prejudice to any liability which is or may be incurred under sub-regulation (1) 
in respect of the failure, the Registrar may suspend the certificate of registry 
of the ship until the failure is rectified. 

(3) It is a sufficient defence if a person charged with an offence under sub-
regulation (1) proves that he had exercised all due diligence to prevent the 
commission of an offence and was personally unaware that an offence was 
committed. 

PART IV - PROCEEDING TO SEA 

21 Production of appropriate certificate 
(1) Subject to sub-regulation (2), this regulation applies in relation to a ship that 

is — 
(a) a Load Line Convention ship; or 
(b) a Safety Convention ship. 

(2) A ship which is not subject to- 
(a) the Load Line Convention; or 



Merchant Shipping (Load Line and Safety Conventions) 
Regulations    CAP. 48.28.3  Regulation 21

 

 

2008 Revised Edition 
  

Page 11

 

(b) the Safety Convention, 

at the time of its departure on any voyage shall not become subject to this 
regulation on account of any deviation from its intended voyage due to stress 
of weather or any other cause or of force majeure. 

(3) The Harbour Master or an inspector may, before a ship to which this 
regulation applies goes to sea on an international voyage, direct the master of 
the ship to produce to him the appropriate certificate in respect of the ship. 

(4) A master of a ship who refuses, or fails without reasonable cause, to comply 
with a direction given under sub-regulation (3) is guilty of an offence and 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for 3 months and a fine not exceeding 
$100. 

(5) Nothing in this regulation affects any control which may be exercised in 
respect of — 
(a) a Load Line Convention ship under Article 21 of the Load Line 

Convention; or 
(b) a Safety Convention ship under Regulation 19 of Chapter 1 of the 

Annex to the Safety Convention. 

(6) For the purposes of this regulation, “appropriate certificate” means, in respect 
of a ship, any certificate (including an Exemption Certificate) prescribed in 
the Schedule which is appropriate in relation to that ship for the voyage on 
which the ship is, or is to be, engaged. 
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SCHEDULE 

Regulations 17 and 21 

LOAD LINE AND SAFETY CERTIFICATES REQUIRED 

 TYPE OF SHIP REQUIRED CERTIFICATE 

A. Passenger Ships: 

 1. Passenger (i) Passenger Safety 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate; and 

(ii) International Load Line 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate. 

 2. Passenger on short 
international voyage 

(i) Passenger Short 
International Voyage 
Safety Certificate and 
any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate; 
and 

(ii) International Load Line 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate. 

 3.       Nuclear Passenger (i)   Nuclear Passenger Safety 
Certificate; 

(ii) International Load Line  
Certificate; and 

(iii)   Any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate. 

B Cargo Ships 
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 TYPE OF SHIP REQUIRED CERTIFICATE 

 1. Cargo of a gross tonnage 
of 500 tons or more on 
an International Voyage 

(i) Cargo Ship Safety 
Construction Certificate 
and any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate; 

(ii) Cargo Ship Safety 
Equipment Certificate 
and any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate; 

(iii) Either a Cargo Ship 
Safety Radiotelegraphy 
Certificate or a Cargo 
Ship Safety 
Radiotelephony 
Certificate, and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate; and 

(iv) International Load Line 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate. 

 ** 2. Cargo of a gross tonnage 
of 300 tons or more but 
less than 500 tons on an 
International Voyage 

(i) Cargo Ship Safety 
Radiotelephony 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate; and 

(ii) International Load Line 
Certificate and any 
appropriate Exemption 
Certificate. 

 ** 3. Cargo of a gross tonnage 
of less than 500 tons on 
an International Voyage 
which is either — 
(a) a new ship of 24 

metres or more in 
length; or 

(b) an existing ship of 
gross tonnage of 
150 tons or more. 

International Load Line 
Certificate, and any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate. 
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 TYPE OF SHIP REQUIRED CERTIFICATE 

 4. Nuclear Cargo of a gross 
tonnage of 500 tons or 
more 

(i) Nuclear Cargo Ship 
Safety Certificate or 
Nuclear Passenger Ship 
Safety Certificate; 

(ii) International Load Line 
Certificate; and 

(iii) Any appropriate 
Exemption Certificate. 

Note: In this Schedule, a reference to “an appropriate Exemption Certificate” means 
an Exemption Certificate required either by the Safety Convention or the Load Line 
Convention, as appropriate, to be issued in relation to the voyage on which the ship 
is, or is to be, engaged. 

(** Additional or alternative certificates may be required under the Regulations.) 
 

 

ENDNOTES 

                                                           
1 Cap. 48.28 
2 Cap. 48.28 


	PART I - PRELIMINARY
	1 Citation
	2 Interpretation
	3 Specification of Conventions
	4 Conventions to have force of law
	5 General provisions
	6 Specified surveyors
	7 Conditional exemptions


	PART II - LOAD LINE CONVENTION
	8 Surveys and inspections
	9 Periodical surveys
	10 Issue of certificates
	11 Control
	12 Failure to comply with Load Line Convention
	13 Concealing, etc., load line
	14 Submersion of load line


	PART III - SAFETY CONVENTION
	15 Surveys and inspections
	16 Surveys of hull machinery and equipment of cargo ship
	17 Issue of certificates
	18 Control
	19 Deck log book
	20 Failure to comply with Safety Convention


	PART IV - PROCEEDING TO SEA
	21 Production of appropriate certificate



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [515.906 728.504]
>> setpagedevice


